Medieval and Norman castles, Victorian slate mines,
gothic fantasies, to places of pilgrimage, Italianate folly,
magnificent scenery and world renown gardens, to the
oldest working steam railway in the world, this tour offers
the visitor a diverse and fascinating travel around Wales.

ltinerary

Day 1 &2
North Wales

Pick up car af selected airport and drive to Caernarfon for 2 night
stay at 4* Bed & Breakfast Tyn Rhos.

Wales is famous for having more castles per capita than any other
counftry in the world. Over the next two days you visit two of our
most impressive castles. In our opinion, the most spectacular is
Conwy Castle, a gritty, dark stoned fortress that has the rare ability
to evoke an authentic medieval atmosphere.

Just 30 minutes drive away is Caernarfon Castle. Built as a symbol of
the oppressive power of the English over the rebellious Welsh in the
C13th the castle has had a tumultuous past not least at the
controversial coronation of the Prince of Wales in 1969.

Weather permitting you can take the easy route up our highest
mountain Snowdon on the train.

Blaenau Ffestiniog Railway & slate museum - learn about the
importance of the slate industry to the local people and take a four
through ten chambers created over the last 150 years followed by a
traverse through spectacular caverns on the Miner's Tramway.

C O m -I-CJ C-l-. You now fravel ‘above ground’ using the Ffestiniog railway (the
. oldest independent railway in the world) to the incredible fantasy
village of Portmeirion. The village is built in the Italianate style and
o Come Home to Wales occupies a breathtaking location on the estuary of the River
Dwyryd.
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Itinerary continued

Day 3

Mid wales

Powis Castle — whilst most of the great Welsh castles were allowed to
decay when the medieval wars ended, Powis survives as a
captivating example of a military stronghold which was preserved
and renewed by continual occupation. Its falbric contains
architecture of many different periods, beginning with a medieval
square keep and stone hall. The most fleeting glimpse of Powis'
mellow red gritstone walls tells us that this stately country house is a
place rich in history.

Further inland is Brecon Cathedral, a Norman Benedictine Priory
founded on the site in 1093. This became the Parish Church in the
16th century at the time of the dissolution of the monasteries.
Because of the nature and type of its location it is thought that the
Norman Priory might have been built on the site of an older, possibly
Celfic, church.

Overnight at Lake Vrwy hotel and spa.

Day 4 & 5
West Wales

Spend fime at Pembroke Castle, a mighty Norman Castle, of
unsurpassed strength, sited on a high ridge between two tidal inlets,
which gave it the distinction of never haven fallen to the Welsh. The
strategic position, on a major route, was chosen early in the first
Norman incursions into south-west Wales, when the castle was
founded by Roger of Montgomery in 1093, and it stood firm against

Welsh counter-attacks in subsequent years.

Wales west and south is surrounded by sea and St Justinians Lifeboat
stafion at St Davids was founded by the Royal National Lifeboat

Institution (RNLI) in 1869 — one of the earliest stations established. The
C O ﬂ TO CT RNLIis a charity funded by donations from the public and, whilst
each station has a full fime Mechanic, the vast majority of the
Come Home to Wales lifeboat crew members are volunteers.
Margaret & Huw Hughes Explore St Davids city and cathedral. St Davids is named after the
patron saint of Wales, Saint David and is the smallest city in Britain
Tel: +44 (0) 2920 232888 with a population of just over 1,600. Built upon the site of a éth
Mob: +44 (0) 7831 302082 Century monastery, its Cathedral has been a site for pilgrimage and
Mob: +44 (0) 7710 787855 worship ever since. Modern day St Davids is a quaint and

characterful place much loved by everyone who knows it.






